
CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th JANUARY 2010
AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

No questions from the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45pm.

01/10 
ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Attendance:

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr P Banister



Cllr R Grant

Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)

S Purnell (Clerk)
Cllr D S Ayling 



T Murrell (Previous Clerk)

Cllr D Hall

1 member of the public, Trevor Chrich-Allotment Warden
Apologies from Cllr Hibbert, DCllr C Cashman, 
02/10 
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Cashman was unable to attend the meeting but had forwarded his report electronically and requested that the Clerk read it at the meeting. Charlotte Watts had also hoped to present a report on Community Kiosks but, due to the bad weather was unable to attend the meeting and sent her apologies. DCllr Cashman’s report read as follows:

‘The District Council is now likely to raise next year’s council tax by 2.95% rather than the 3.57% proposed some weeks ago. There are a variety of reasons for this change. For example some of the proposed expenditure for the next financial year has turned out to be lower than anticipated. There is also a concern that the government may cap increases over 3%. If this 2.95% increase is approved by the district council then it would cost a band “D” taxpayer approximately 8 pence extra a week or approximately £4 extra a year. A final decision will be made at a full Council Meeting in February. The District Council Tax amounts to only between 8% and 10% of the total Council tax bill payable. The remaining 90% plus comprises the County Council, Police, Fire and Parish taxes. I will keep you informed of developments.’
03/10 
POLICE REPORT

This item was postponed until the arrival of the Representative from Thames Valley Police, PCSO Christine Baker at 8.35pm
04/10
DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None

05/10 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 8th DECEMBER 2009

It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

06/10
REPORT FROM THE ALLOTMENT WARDEN 

Trevor Chrich presented the following report:

1. There are approximately 25¾ x 10-pole allotment plots occupied by 50  tenants.   They range in size from 10¾ poles (about 500 square yards) tenanted by one married couple to 27 quarter plots of about 75 square yards each.   The policy inherited from my predecessor with which I am in agreement is that new tenants will be offered a quarter plot to start with.   This is particularly important at present as the only vacant plots are 3 x ¼ virgin plots (26A; 27C & D on the plan) marked out at the end of last season in September.   If these are not tenanted by the spring I shall remove the plot markers and ask the contractor to mow them.

2.
Of the 50 tenants, just one lives outside the village, in Pitstone.    There is no-one on the waiting list.   All but two tenants renewed their tenancy in October.

3. Every tenant has a copy of the Parish Council’s Tenancy Conditions which were revised in February 2006 and advice from the Parish Clerk regarding bonfires.   In addition the Tenancy Conditions appear on the Parish Council’s website.

4. There is an excellent spirit amongst the allotment tenants:  eg one lady volunteered to dig over another tenant’s plot when he was incapacitated;  excess produce is offered free to other holders,  and several tenants literally mucked in together to bring and spread manure on their plots.   Social events are organised:  a harvest supper in November last and a quiz night with hot supper which is due in February.

5. Perhaps the most significant development of late is that Cheddington’s allotments have been accepted by the National Gardens Scheme to be open to the public on Cheddington Gardens Open Day – probably in June.   Although this came about because of lobbying by one or two tenants all have now been made aware of the open day, and I have received nothing other than positive and encouraging feedback.   This will help to ensure that Cheddington’s allotments continue to be kept beautifully neat and tidy.

The Chairman asked whether any plots were not likely be cultivated but was assured that this was unlikely as the allotment holders appeared very keen.  It was agreed that the allotment holders would make their own notice board for news items and Trevor confirmed that he would be happy to take charge of checking notices.  Trevor would also be putting an item in the newsletter to deter allotment holders from driving vehicles up to the gate during the wet weather to avoid churning up the ground. 
Thames Valley Representative, PCSO Christine Baker arrives and presents the police report.
07/10 
POLICE REPORT

Representative from Thames Valley Police, PCSO Christine Baker presented her report on the following:

a) Christine reported on three burglaries that had taken place in Cheddington during December.  It was reported that all three attempts were made on houses.  Nobody had been convicted of the burglaries at this time. 

b) There had been one episode of anti-social behaviour on The Green and a fight that took place at the Village Hall on New Year’s Eve.  
08/10 
CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

204/09 (5) The floodlight illuminating the youth shelter has been repaired.
The Clerk reported that a conversation with Martin Kemp suggested that the sale of orchard land had not yet taken place. The Clerk was asked to contact the resident who expressed an interest in purchasing the land for use by the community and find out more information.  Cllr Fee would advise the Clerk when to raise this matter again on a future agenda.

It was noted that the hedges had now been cut.

206/09 Wicksteed Leisure were no longer able to supply the Greendale Rocket train.  The Clerk was asked to contact Complan regarding supply of a similar train and the removal of the old Billy Goat Gruff bridge.
09/10 
CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

1 Request for funding from the Coombe Hill Monument Appeal – declined.
2 Advice of Planning Consultations in January 2010 – included in Cllr’s circulation file
3 Seabrook Turn street name sign – It was agreed that this was in the County Council’s remit.

Cllr Fee raised the matter of the ‘Slow Down’ bin stickers that were ready for distribution and it was decided to put a notice in the newsletter informing residents that Council would shortly be offering a sticker to residents living on the High Street.

The Clerk was asked to investigate the possibility of a introducing a cardboard recycling bin in Cheddington.
10/10  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Financial report payments were approved and cheques signed accordingly. 
b) The Clerk was asked to investigate receipt of payment of 25pence from E-on for Wayleaves and rent and find out exactly what the rent is for.
11/10
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

2 It was noted that the Village Hall kitchen is being refurbished.
3 Council noted with pleasure that residents enjoyed a successful Carol Service on Christmas Eve and were grateful to the 24 residents who cleared the snow and ice outside the Methodist hall for the event.
12/10
TO RECEIVE REPORS FROM WORKING GROUPS

Cllr Banister and Cllr Fee had undertaken a tour of the village for the benefit of the new Clerk to demonstrate Council responsibility within the village.  It was noted that where the Bowls club had recently cut the hedge, the cuttings now lay on the ground outside the club.  The Clerk was asked to contact the secretary and ask if these cuttings could be cleared in future.  The Clerk was also asked to contact the handyman in relation to strimming the area behind the Bowls club before March to keep it tidy.
13/10
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH REPORT

Scheme Manager, Cllr Poll had nothing to report on speed watch activity in the High Street.  Pitstone had requested a demonstration and operating day which Cllr Poll would be attending on 24 January from 10.30am.  It was agreed to loan our equipment to Pitstone at a cost of £100 for a fortnight. 
14/10 
NEXT PHASE OF LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS 
Cllr Fee presented the options for the next phase of Lighting Improvements (Appendix 2) and it was agreed to proceed with Option 2: to replace those not already Thorn Riga, in High Street, vicinity of the Swan, replace all along Station Road and replace all those in the areas of Gooseacre, Brownlow Lane, Barkham Close, Leeches Way, Manor Road and Manor Pound Road.  Cllr Fee reported on the quotation received from E-On to remove and dispose of the deteriorated existing lantern and to supply and fit 1 No. Thorn Riga Plus lantern complete with 57W TC-TEL lamp, internal wiring and photo electric cell to provide “all night” lighting outside 69 High Street at a cost of £255.00 and it was agreed to proceed with the work.  It was also agreed that Cllr Fee should contact E-on directly with any repair requirements to speed up the process and that a copy of the email would be sent to the Clerk.
15/10 
RESPONSE TO QUERIES FROM MOWING CONTRACTOR
An email response had been received from the mowing contractor which failed to clarify the issues faced at the end of the year.   It was agreed to release the cheques being held with firm instruction that the contractor email the Clerk as soon as a cut is completed, that the schedule is reviewed each month to take into account the weather and growth levels, that unscheduled cuts are not to take place and to request, again, receipt of provisional schedule for 2010 before the contract can be renewed.
16/10 
INVITATIONS TO SPEAKERS AT PARISH ASSEMBLY
It was noted that the Parish Plan was due to be updated in the coming year and the Parish Assembly would present a good opportunity for residents to collaborate on ideas for improvements to the village.  The Clerk was asked to include an item in the March Newsletter to this effect and offer to provide copies of the current plan should anyone request it.  The Clerk would also invite Avril Davies to give a five minute presentation at the Assembly.  Details would be agreed at the next meeting and the Clerk would put this item on the next agenda.
17/10 
TO DISCUSS EXPLORER SCOUTS IDEAS FOR DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

It was agreed to invite the Scout Leader to the next meeting to discuss ideas for the Award.  
Council agreed that the Reindeer tableau had been a great success and would be stored by the Scout Group until next Christmas.

18/10 
THE SALE OF ORCHARD LAND
Discussed under item 204/09.

19/10
TO DISCUSS THE USE OF GRIT BINS
Following discussion on the location and use of the current grit bins in Cheddington, Cllr Fee agreed to feedback from the CRA on the possibility of purchasing another bin which would be installed in a central location following approval by the residents. The Clerk reported on a conversation with Bucks County Council which recommended the use of grit supplied by BCC only, the use of grit purchased independently was not advised due to potential liability.
20/10
CHEDDINGTON VILLAGE SIGN

It was agreed to obtain coloured proofs of the approved design in red with gold lettering with a picture of a plum tree.  Cllr Grant would measure the site.

21/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

Noted.
09/01940/APP 56 Church Hill, erection of a rear conservatory - permitted unconditionally
09/01854/APP 53 Lammas Road, part single story, part two storey side and single storey rear extensions - permitted
22/10 
URGENT MATTERS

The previous Clerk asked to put a date in the diary to archive papers that were currently in storage.  It was agreed that Cllr Fee would assist on 18 January and that any papers for archive would be sent to Bucks County Council.

221/09
Cllr Banister raised the issue of the mail from Pitstone Football Club and the Clerk was asked to follow this up.

23/10 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 3rd February 2010, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room. Cllr Banister gave her apologies for the next meeting.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm

Signed:









Date: 

Chairman
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